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Rule for the Priestly Fraternities of Saint Dominic
FOREWORD

Priests, set apart in the heat of the people of God, but nat separated from the world, are by
virtue of their speda vocaion and adination fully conseaated to the work of salvation
through the fulfillment of the priestly ministry as “witnesses and stewards of a life other
than the life here on earth.”*

Hencethere is a spedal reason why they are not to beaome @nformed to this world® but to
use dl their faaulties in a @nstant effort to aquire evanglicd perfedion, so that they may
aways be more @nfigured to Christ in their minds and becme living instruments of his
eternal priesthood with aview to building up his Churchin theworld.?

Those, however, who, urged by supernatural grace enroll in the Order of Saint Dominic,
profess a rule of perfedion suited to their state. In this way they become members of
speaa communities cdled “the Priestly Fraternities of Saint Dominic” and add a new
reason for pursuing greaer perfedion before God and the world.

Alongwith the spedal graceof the Saaament of Holy Orders, which helps these priests to
perform the ads of the saared ministry worthily®, they receve new spiritua helps from the
professon which makes them members of the Dominican Family and sharers in the grace
and misson of the Order to the sure advantageof the local and universal Church.

However, while the Order provides them with these spiritua aids and direds them to their
own sanctification, it leaves them freefor the complete service of the locd Church, under
thejurisdiction of their own Bishop.

| THE CHARACTER AND LIFE OF THE PRIEST FRATERNITIES

1. 81 riests who join the Order in this way, with a view to being a part of the Dominican
Family, “strive to be imbued with the spirit of Saint Dominic” and tend “to a more
perfed apostolic life’®, so that from the asdduows contemplation o God which
unitesuntiring study of Saaed Scriptures with fervent prayer and vduntary powerty,
they attain a firm faith and an apostolic spirit which is fully concerned for the
salvation“ of every creaure™ “to the ends of the earth”*

82 In the pradice of the gostolate we have, after the Apostles themselves, the
magnificent example of our Holy Father Dominic, “a most holy priest of God’® who
“shared his days with his neighbas, his nights with God’® and “used al his powers
and amost fervent zed to gain asmany sous as possble for Christ; andin hisheat
there was an astoundng and almost incredible e@emessfor the salvation o souls.”

2. Mindful of their sublime vocaion, the presbyters of Saint Dominic “shoud labor at
preading and teading’®, “believing what they have read and meditated uponin the
Law of the Lord, teading what they believe, and pradicing what they tead”.’ In

' Vatican Council |1, Presbyterium Ordinis Deaee on the Ministry and Life of Presbyters, no. 3.
*Romans 12:2.

?1bid., no. 12.

*1bid., no. 12.

* Rule of Master of the Order Louis Theissling, nos. 7 and 21.

*Mark 16:15.

“Acts 1:8.

® Prayer of Blessed Jordan of Saxony to Saint Dominic.

® Jordon of Saxony, Book on the Beginnings of the Order of Preachers, no.106.
"1bid., no. 34.

‘1Tim5:17.

® Vatican Council 11, Lumen gentium Dogmatic Constitution on the Church, no 28.
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this way they are true “educaors’ of the people “in faith”® and preaders of the
Gospel in the world.

Since by reason d their pastoral office, they live in the world, they shoud develop
those human virtues which make their ministry credible to the people, such as
“goodress sinceity, mental strength and constancy, assduouws concern for justice,
civility”*°, generosity, and every other virtue which makes them lovable to al in the
Lord’. If they do this, what was written abou Saint Dominic can be said abou
them, that “he recaved al persons in the grea heat of his charity, and since he
loved everyone, he was loved by all. ‘To reoice with those who regjoice aad mourn
with thase who weep' " he mede his own, aboundingin piety and giving himself fully
to the care of his neighbors’. ™

Professon in the Order

4. 81 Presbyters who persevere in their intention and ceade to follow the way of Saint

§2

83

84

Dominic, so that they may be more strongy unted with Christ the Priest, make
professonin the Order in due time.

By this ad, which proceals from a lively faith and a deeper consciousnessof their
baptism and adination, they promise to make their lifestyle subjed to a speda rule
of perfedion and bemme sonsof Saint Dominic.

Conscious of their professon, they shoud strive with all their strength to live in the
spirit of the evangelicd coursels and keditudes, so that they can cooperate ever
more perfedly with the gracethey receved throughthe impaosition of hands.

Moreover, those who, motivated by a desre for a greaer conseaation of
themselves, want to pradice the evangelicd counsels through the three vows, can
make these vows fredy and privately.

Professon in the Order of Saint Dominic

5 81 Professonin the Order of Saint Dominic cdlsfor a more profoundspirit of poverty,

82

83

so that, as priests living in the world and appredating “human values and creded
goods as gifts from God,”** they may yet know how to use them with discretion and
asthey are properly related to the pastoral aims of their ministry, and hence arive &
the point “of embraang vduntary powerty, whereby they are more dealy
conformed to Christ and may become more devoted to the saaed ministry” *°

Professon in the Order of Saint Dominic places them in a better condtion to
understand and to live faithfully the sublime graceof celibacy, which “is both a sign
of and an incentive to pastoral charity and a very speda source of Spiritual
fruitfulnesson eath”, as well as a living argument for that future life which they
pread.

Professonin the Order of Saint Dominic helps them also to become fully conscious
of their hierarchicd communion with the Bishop and the Pope, which perfeds in
their heats true obedience, whereby “they revere in them the authority of Christ the

° Vatican Council 11, Presbyterium ordinis Deaee on the Ministry and Life of Presbyters, no. 6.
“1bid., no. 3.

°Phil. 4:8.

"Rom 12:15.

" Jordan of Saxony Book on the Beginnings of the Order of Preachers, no. 107.

'2 Vatican Council 11, Presbyterium ordinis Deaee on the Ministry and Life of Presbyters, no. 17.
“1bid., no. 17.

“1bid., no. 16.
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Supreme Pastor.” Thisobedienceis a gift for the service of the Church and asincere
submisgon to her Magisterium *°

The Sources of Sanctification

6. The dief sources from which the presbyters of Saint Dominic draw increase and
progressin contemplation and the apaostoli ¢ spirit are:

81

§2

83

84

85

86

§7

88

The saaed functions which they fulfill every day in their pastora ministry,
inasmuch as they cary ou these functions properly and ever more fervently in
communion with the Bishop and aher priests® and the whole Order of Saint
Dominic, of which they have become members.

The Word of God as inwardly recaved with faith throughprivate and pubdic reading
of the Saaed Scriptures. Through this they become disciples of the Divine Master
and of God s Wisdom andbetter prepared for preadingin the paver of God"'.

Dally and worthy cdebration d the Saaifice of the Mass which, offered in the
person d Christ, asociates them in a speda way with the mystery of the Lord's
deah and impels them to mortify in themselves the works of the flesh and to
saaificethemselves for the flock committed to their care™.

Daily and cevout redtation d the Liturgy of the Hours, which untes them with the
sublime prayer of Christ and of the Church for the world.* Priests of Saint Dominic
recave the faaulty to use the Dominican Calendar so that, in unon with the whoe
Order, they can more perfedly offer the prayers of the Church and have afuller
share in the graces and merits of the Order.

There must be daily dialogue with Christ in keging with the example ad in
imitation d Holy Father Dominic, abou whom we real that “he dways goke with
God o abou God’®, and that “during the hours of the night no ore was more
constant than he in vigils and payers of al types: and that “very often it was his
pradice to spend the whale night in church...Hence he used to pray espedaly at
night and persevered in vigils.”* They shoud be faithful in taking time for daily
meditation and aspiritual retred at least oncea month.”

The frequent and fruitful receotion of the sacament of Penance for conversion of
heat, alongwith adaily examination of conscience “and they shoud highly esteem

3y 23

spiritua diredion

The study d the Holy Bible, the Holy Fathers, the documents of the magisterium of
the Holy Church, and saaed theology, espedally that which has been so clealy and
profoundy explained by Saint Thomas Aquinas.

Devotion towards the Virgin Mother of God, which in ou Order has gead
expresson in the Holy Rosary, understood as contemplation with Mary of the
mystery of salvation, namely, Christ’s life, deah, and resurredion. The priests of
Saint Dominic shoud aways be faithful to this humble, wise, and sublime type of

prayer.

“1bid.,
*1bid.,
Y 1bid.,
“1bid.,
“1bid.,

no. 7

no. 13.

no. 13; 2 Cor. 4:7.

nos. 13 and 14 1 John 16.
no. 13.

# Acts of the Canonization of Saint Dominic, Processheld at Bologrg, no. 13.

# Jordan of Saxony, Book on the Beginningsof the Order of Preachers, nos. 105-106.

?2 \atican Council 11, Presbyterium Ordinis Deaee on the Ministry and Life of Presbyters, no. 18.
“1bid., no. 17.
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89 Speda devotion towards our haly Father Dominic and eanest imitation d his out-
standing example in hdinessof life, apostolic spirit, and zed for the salvation o
souls, of his fervor in prayer, contemplation, mental rewlledion, silence and
continuowls unionwith God.  Speaal devotion towards Saint Catherine of Siena,
renowned daughter of the Order, faithful servant and dactor of Holy Church, as well
asthe heavenly patronessand protedoressof the Lay and Priestly Fraternities of our
Order in thisworld.

Devotion towards al the saints and blessds of the Order, as well as imitation of
their example.

Ecdesial and Community Lif e

7. By keepingtheir universal misson aways in mind, “let priests remember that they must
have at heat the care d al the churches” Hence, in union with their bishop,they shoud be
ready at all timesto work wherever agreaer pastora need demends this.

8. In an ever growing communion with their bishop, priests oud attentively follow him
with a onstant affedion, share with him the anxieties and joys of the gostolic work, and
generously and faithfully cooperate with him.” Especidly in this, the example of Saint
Dominic shoud illumine our priests, for our hoy patriarch naurished in his heat
throughou his whole apostolic life an affedion of speda veneration towards the saaed
hierarchy.

9. 81 Because of their unity in saaed ordination and the misson in the Church, al priests
“shoud be boundto eat ather by an intimate sacamental brotherhood’ and form a
single presbyterium uncer their own bishopg® Then al, whether diocesan or
religious, as brothersin the priesthoodshoud embraceone ancther by a sincere love
and help eat ather both through payer and through apostolic oollaboration, so “as
to be fellow workers on betalf of truth.””

82 Priests however, who professthe rule of Saint Dominic together, even if they do nd
live in a religious community, shoud na forget that they constitute apart of the
Dominican Family and kelong to a speaal brotherhoad. This brotherhood shoud
aways be aliving redity and shodd manifest itself in some regular common
gathering. Sometimes, too, they shoud come together with their Dominican
brethren who will gladly and joyfully recave them into their convents and houses,
so that these priests may beame sharers of the graces and dessngs of the Order in
avisible way.

10. 81The priests of this brotherhood shoud aso have frequent and cordia relations with
our Lay Fraternities, united with them in that common priesthood which is based
uponBaptism. “They shoud recognizethe dignity of the laity and that role which is
proper to them in the misson d the Church;”* they shoud dadly listen to the
opinions and aspirations of the laity in order to have abetter understanding o the
signs of thetimes.

Furthermore, they shoud prudently asggn to the laty offices of trust for thegoad of
the Church and shoud strive to maintain peaceand conord with all .

Nevertheless they shoud na ceae to exercise their own spedfic office over the
laity, namely, that of leader and teader. In fad, they shoud be “defenders and
vigorous proclaimers of the truth, lest the faithful be ‘ carried along by every wind of

“1bid., no. 10.

*1bid., no. 7.

*1bid., no. 8.

'3 ohns.

#® Vatican Council |1, Presbyterium ordinis Deaee on the Ministry and Life of Presbyters, no. 9.
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doctring "> Our Holy Father Dominic and the Order which he founded has given us
an admirable example of “defencerand proclaimer of the truth.”

82 To the extent that thisis passble, priests forming a part of the Dominican Family
shoud also be animators and gudes of our Lay Fraternities; they shoud instruct
and lea them aong the path of perfedion, and draw them to Christ by word and
example. However, they shoud allow the laity that just autonamy which is theirs
and is granted to them acarding to their statutes.

Il THE STRUCTURE AND GOVERNANCE OF PRIESTS FRATERNITIES
Admission and Profession

11. For admission into the priests’ fraternity of Saint Dominic, there is required a favorabl
vote of the mgjority of the fraternity courcil .

12. 81Priests are recaved into the Order by a spedal saaed rite (vestition). The nowutiate
begins with this rite and namally lasts for one yea, unlessthe superior of the Order
grants adispensationin thisregard for some reasonable cause.

82 This preparatory period is needed to know and undrstand the spirit of the Order of
Saint Dominic. Once this period is completed, and the previous consent of a
majority of the fraternity courcil has been oltained, these priests are amitted to
professon.

83 The nowvtiate cannotbe \alidly extended leyond two yeas.

13. 81 By virtue of this professon, accepted and ratified by the Order in the name of the
Church, the priests become fully and definitively members of the Dominican
Family, and enjoy its spiritual berefits.

82 The following formula is used in making professon: “To the horor of Almighty
God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, of Blessed Mary, ever-Virgin, and Holy Father
Dominic, I, N.N., in the presence of you, Brother | in placeof the Master of
the Order of Friars Preaters, make professon and promise that | will live acording
to the Rule of the Priestly Fraternities of Saint Dominic urtil deah.

14. According to the judgment of a mgor superior of the Order, in particular
circumstances, certain priestscan be dmitted individualy, that is, outside alocd fraternity,
and their names should be recorded in a gedal register.

Fraternities and their Governance

15. 81 Priests of Saint Dominic in particular places are normally organized into locd
fraternities, acording to various cities, vicaiates deaneries or dioceses, and they are
also to have @riodic medings.

82 The consent of the locd ordinary is needed for eredingalocd fraternity.

83 It is drondy advised that in every religious province, priests receved into the Order
by an individud title (no. 14) shoud be asssociated in a spedal fraternity and
shoud med at least oncea yea.

16. 81Priestly fraternities of Saint Dominic are united with the Order. In their progressin
Dominican life, they rely uponthe major superiors of the Order, that is, the Prior
Provincial of the territory where the fraternities are established and the Master of the
Order, hea of the whaole Dominican Family and succesor to Saint Dominic.

However, the Master of the Order ordinarily provides for al fraternities through hs
General Promoter, and the Prior Provincia through his Provincia Promoter, who

#bid., no. 9; Eph4:14.
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§2

17
82

18.

§2

83

19

§2

83

regularly vigits these fraternities at appropriate times and promotes the spirit  of
Dominican lifein them.

The superiors of the Order or their delegates are the ordinary ministers of the rite of
vestition and profesgon.

. 81Ead fraternity isinternally direcied by the Prior with his courcil .

The Prior cdls medings of the courcil and d the fraternity and presides over them,
maintains contad with the superiors of the Order, asssts the members of the
fraternity in their spiritua progressandis solicitousof fidelity to the profes®d rule.

81 The aforementioned courxil is eleded for three yeas by a maority vote of the

priests of the fraternity who hawe made their professon.

The oourcilors sleded in thisway then eled a Prior from their group likewise by a
majority vote. This eledion shoud be confirmed by the Prior Provincial, after he
listens to the advice of the Provincial Promaer.

The Prior with his courcil determines the number of courcilors, as well as the
frequency of medings, the manrer in which thesee meéngsshoud be mnducted, the
time, frequency, and duration of retredas, suffrages for deceaed hrethren, and all
those matters pertinent to the life and progress of the fraternity which are not
particularly determined in the present rule. The opinion d the Provincial Promoter
must always be head in al these matters.

. 81In a religious province where there ae several priests fraternities, the Prior

Provincial, after listening to the advice of his Promoter, can name apriest who
would be resporsible for al these fraternities. If, however, this is not possble for
any reason, the Provincial Promoter himself shall personally provide this care.

The Prior Provincial together with his Promoter shoud care for the fraternities
within the province promote the progressand growth of all priests’ fraternities, have
effedive contad with the Provincial President of the Lay Fraternities and also take
part in the medings of the Provincia Courcil of the Laty along with their
Provincial Promoter and President. In this way he ecourages fraternd
coll aboration between the Priests and the Laity of Saint Dominic.

What is sid here &ou the provincial sphere is analogowsly valid and can be
extended to national and international fraternity courtils.

20. 81 That the priests of Saint Dominic may embracetheir own oHdigations “not as saves

§2

83

under the law, but as free men under grace™, it is defined that individual
transgressons of the rule do not constitute noral fault

Superiors of fraternities who belong to the Order can lawfully dispense from ead
prescription of the rule, either temporarily or habitualy, if they judge this to be right
inthe Lord.

The Prior Provincial has the power to convalidate invalidly placedads of fraternities
espedally concerning admisgon and professon.

** Rule of Saint Augustine.
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